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On Jan. 28, about 300,000 public school teachers commenced an indefinite strike, following the
collapse of talks with representatives of the Education Ministry. The teachers want a 20% pay hike
retroactive to last May, while the ministry has proposed a bonus plus a 20% increase effective this
month. During a televised speech, Education Minister Gustavo Roosen said the strike was "illegal,
ethically unjustifiable, and socially unacceptable." The lowest-paid primary school teacher earns
about US$200 per month, and a secondary school principal, US$360 per month. (Basic data from
Agence France-Presse, 01/27/92; Associated Press, Chinese news service Xinhua, 01/28/92)
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